
So...the mark of a
Christ-follower is  

Agape = Actual love
The Agape message is for Christ-followers,
true disciples of Jesus, who understand
Scripture as the inspired Word of God.
These few verses, likewise, are the inspired
Word of God. There is no intention to in-
sinuate that these few verses are all that is
necessary. Quite the contrary, we are told
to hide the Word in our hearts. What is
being proposed is that we do not miss the
significance of our calling as Christ-follow-
ers to love as He loved. As we listen in-
tently to our weekly sermons, participate
in Bible studies, and deeply search the
Scriptures on our own, we must constantly
be aware of developing our ability to 
actually love – the mark of a true disciple.
That is, constantly developing the habit 
of Christ-likeness.

How often do we think about
the sin of not loving?

May it be said of us:

“They loved and
made Jesus Christ

”
Scholars will always be able to debate the finer

points of translation, but upon examination it

becomes obvious the absolute essence of Jesus’

commands are that we love one another as he

loved us. Go to agapeology.info for more.

The Realities of Love for the Believer

Do not miss the significance of our
calling as Christ-followers:

What effect
should biblical knowledge

have on my life?

•  All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for  training in righteous-
ness; (Christ-likeness) 2 Timothy 3:16,
Acts 22:14,  1 John 2:1 & 3:7

•  … increasing in the knowledge God.
Colossians 1:10,  1 John 4:8

•  … deny himself and take up his cross
daily Luke 9:23,Matthew16:24,Mark 8:34

What If We Loved
Like Jesus?

agapeology.info



What does the

say about

Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations,
(1)  baptizing them in the name of the 

Father the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
(2)  teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you.  
Matthew 28:19-20a (ESV)

What 
did Jesus

us?

As 
are we actually 

disciples of Jesus?

What distinguishes   
a disciple of Jesus?

“A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another:  just as I have loved
you, you also are to love one another. By
this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one an-
other.”  John 13:34-36 (ESV)

How 
is love?

Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love.

1 John 4:8 (ESV)

When you look at the Greek… 
“does not love” - agapao (avgapa,w) is the
verb form of the noun agape (avga,’ph) or
love (unconditional love), and it is a linear
verb meaning it is a continuous habitual
action.    

Therefore: Anyone who does not
continually, selflessly, love does not 

know God, because God is 
agape, unconditional love.

Jesus commanded
us essentially

one thing:

love one another
as I have loved you

...Agape!
(Actual love)

As the late
Francis Schaeffer affirms:

The world must have the proper answers
to their honest questions, but at the same
time, there must be a oneness in love 
between all true Christians. This is what is
needed if men are to know that Jesus was
sent by the Father and that Christianity is
true. Yet, without true Christians loving
one another, Christ says the world cannot
be expected to listen, even when we give
proper answers… Love – and the unity 
it attests to - is the mark Christ gave 
Christians to wear before the world. Only
with this mark may the world know that
Christians are indeed Christians and that
Jesus was sent by the Father. 
(from The Mark of a Christian)

What is Love?
Agape Love = Actual Love

•   Actual love is a CHOICE! It involves 
the whole person... an active choice to
recognize the worth of others created
in God’s image.

•   Actual love is SELFLESS! A sacrificial, 
unconditional love, the highest 
expression of biblical love.

•   Actual love is OTHERS-CENTERED! 
Love seeks the good of the loved one
and demands nothing in return.

•   Actual love is GIVING! Choosing to give
another person what they need the
most when they deserve it the least.

•   Love is most seen in how you daily 
RELATE to the people around you!

Based on the
,

ARE you a disciple?


